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LAWS OF HARVAllD COLLEGE, 
1686. 



At a stated meeting of the Massachuaetta Historical 
Society, on the 8th of March, 1876, the Recording Secretary, 
Mr. Dbane, read the following letter from Prof. Charles 
Eliot Norton, of Cambridge, transmitting an early copy of 
the laws of Harvard College : — 

Cambkidcg, March 7, 1876. 

My dear Mb. Deaxb, — A college lecture will prevent me, much 
to my regret, from being present at the next meetiag of tie Historical 
Society. 

I was much interested in the published account of Dr. Green's com- 
munication at the last meetiag concerning an early copy of the Laws 
of Harvard College. 

I send you, herewith, a copy of the Rules, Statutes, and Ordinances 
of the College, of somewhat later date, 1686; which may be worth 
comparing with the earlier manuscript 

This is of interest, as you will notice, from having pasted into it the 
Admittatnr of President Leverett, signed hy President Urian Oakes. 

Toward the end of the little book is a curious admonition of one 
Ballantine for the sin of exce^ive drinking. A certain John Ballan- 
tine graduated in 1694. If this be the person admonished, the ad- 
monition would probably have been administered by Increase Mather. 
By a comparison of the citation from the Statutes in the admonition, 
with the similar passage on page 3, it would seem that both were writ- 
ten by the same person. 

This little manuscript came, so far as I can ascertain, from the 
papers of old Professor Wigglesworth. 

Should the Society wish to print it or any part of it, I shall be 
pleased to leave it in your hands so long as it may be needed for this 
purpose. 

I am sincerely '- 



CilAKLES Deane, Esq., Recording Secretary. 



•^ K. NOKTON. 
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Mr. Dbane proceeded : — 

This little manuscript seems to be a memovandnm book 
of Tutor John Leverett, afterwards President, whose admit- 
tatur to Harvard College is pasted inside of the second leaf.* 
A number of matters relating to the College are entered in the 
book, all m his well-known hand. 

On the first three pages he has entered the code of laws for 
the government of the College, established by the President 
and Council of New England in the brief presidency of Joseph 
Dudley, in the year 1686. The unhappy condition of the 
College, for a number of years after the dissolution of the 
colony charter in 1684, is thus referi'ed to by Mr. Quiucy in 
the first volume of his " History of the College," at pages 
5T, 58 : — 

" During tbe perioil which elapsed between the difisolution of the old 
charter of the colony in 1 684, and the arrival of the new charter in 1 692, 
the College partook of the embarrassmeiits of the colouy. The public 
records of Uie latter, for sevei-al years, are lost; and those of the for- 
mer are extremely deficient. It appears, however, from socli of them 
as remain, that Joseph Dudley, who held, between May and December, 
in the year 1 686, the commbsion of President of the colony ; and 
William Stoughton, who held, during the same time, that of Deputy 
President, availed themselves of their transitory power to place the 
College on a basis adapted to the uncertainty which hung over its 
deatiuies in common witli those of the colony. On the 23d of July, in 
that year, they, with their Council, met at Cambridge, and appointed 
Increase Mather Rector, and John Leverett and Thomas [William] 
Brattle Tutors; enjoining upon the Rector to make his 'usual visita- 
tions,' and vesting in the two last 'the govei'nment' of the College." 

The manuscript College-Book, No. IV., begins with the 
meeting at Cambridge, 28d July, 1686 ; and the following is 
a copy of the record of that meeting, in the handwriting of 
Leverett : — 



• AuguBli 23°, 1670. Aiiinittatur Johannes r*vertttus in Cullegium llarvnrd- 
im, per me Urlajium Onkes, I'reaidem. 

Daniel Gookin 1 

» ! Socii.. 

Amml Ruhamah Corlett, ) 
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Harvard Colledge. 

/Joseph Duplet, Esq., Pros'.; At a meeting of the Hon- 

( W" Stoughton. Esq., D. Pres'J curable Presiileiit and Coun- 

\Ma.t. Jn° Pinciion cil, at Cambridge, July 2^", 

Present MaJ. Fkt. Bui.Kl.EY Anno Dorn' 1686, 

JCaPT. WaITE WlNTHORPE ^E8^" ,_ , ', , 

(HARTtioLOMRW GiDSBV It was unammously ogrcfd 

\Js° UsHBR upon and deciared, 

1. TImt the Rev^ M' Tn- 

crease Mather be <Iesired to accept the Eectorsliip of the Colledge and 

make his usual Visitations, 

2. That M' Jn° Leverett and M' W"' Brattle bo the Tuto". and 
enter upon the Government of the Colledge, and manage the publick 
reading in the hall. 

3. That Charlestown feiTj and M' Penoyer'a Legacy, i.e. one moiety 
of it, as it fiilletU, be settled upon the a" Tuto" as their Sallary. 

4. That their Pupills each of them pay to their Respective Tuto" 
ten Shillings g Quarter for their Tuition. 

5. That Andrew lloardman, the Cooke of the Colleilge, do hence- 
forward manage the office of Siewai-d in the manner as of late. 

This " Dudley Code " of laws (if I may thus designate it), 
bears the same date as the meeting at Cambridge ; namely, 
" 10" calend. Sextil. Anno Domini, 1686 " ; and it may be 
added that the code is entered in College-Book, No. IV., at 
pages 13 and 14, in Leverett's hand. 

This Code, largely compiled from the previous one in 
Quincy, I. 577—579, has never been printed, and I have never 
seen any reference iii print to the existence of such a code. 
The Statutes in Mather's " Magnalia," Book IV. pp. 132-134 
(probahly those that were in force when that work was 
completed in 1698), though similar to the greater part of 
these, are more numerous. The preamble also has been 
changed, and the old title of President restored, in the 
Mather copy. The preamble or heading of this Dudley 
Code may be rendered thus : " The rules, orders, and statutes, 
approved and constituted by the Honoi'able President and 
Council of the Territory and Dominion of our Lord the King, 
in New England, to which scholars admitted, and to be ad- 
mitted, into Harvard College, are to be obedient, for the pro- 
motion of good letters and mannei's, during the pleasure 
of his most serene royal Majesty, or until it is otherwise 
ordered." 
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This memorandum book contains next, on page 4, a minute 
of an admonition of one E. G.. 23 April, 1688 : and a minute 
that on 12th September, of the same year, S. M. and D, D. 
publicly confessed their fault in violating the statutes, and 
promised future obedience. The triennial shows that the 
only E, G, who could have been censured in 1688 was 
Edmund Goffe, of the class of 1690, S. M. may be either 
Samuel Moody, of the class of 1689, or Samuel Mather, or 
Samuel Mansfield, or Stephen Mix of 1690. As D.D. is 
joined in the offence (the " nefarious " one of using the ver- 
nacular in their conversation within the college precincts, the 
statute forbidding which, by the way, is not in the Mather 
copy of the Laws), and as the only D. D. in College at this 
time was Daniel Dennison, of the class of 1690, probably one 
of the S. M.'s of that class is the person refeiTcd to. 

Next follow the forms of presenting and admitting candi- 
dates for degrees, — the same as those in use in President 
Dunster's time, as given by Quincy, I. 580, except that the 
"Placetne" is added in the niai^n. President Leverett 
notes that he took these forms from the archives of the Col- 
lege, 1 July, 1690. 

On the next page is an extract from the Statutes of the 
University of Oxfoid, the section " on the respect to be paid 
by Junior Students to their Seniors";* and then, after a 
break of several blank leaves, we have three minutes con- 
cerning the monitorship. Lord (Joseph, of the class of 
1691) is appointed monitor on " quarter-day, 17 October," 
and is continued in the office on the next quarter-day, 17 
January, 1690-91. On the April quarter-day, 1691, he ren- 
ders up the monitor's office and bill, which are committed to 
White (Ebenezer, of the class of 1692). 

The book closes with a minute of a public admonition in- 
flicted on one Ballantine (John, of class of 1694), for excessive 
drinking. No date is given. As Increase Mather, the Pres- 
ident, did not reside at the College (he did not return from 

• Every thing thus far described [□ this little ImjoIi is in Lalin. Wiiat follows 
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England till May, 1692, after an absence of four years) ; 
and, as the language of this admonition could hardly have 
come from his lips or pen, it is probable, I think, that we have 
here the precise words used by Leverett as Senior Fellow, in 
administering it ; and it may have been written out hy him 
here in anticipation of this duty. But few records of cor- 
poration meetings exist during these years, and these notes of 
college punishment may be worth preserving. These public 
admonitions were administered after morning prayers, before 
all the students. The following is the language of the ad- 
monition administered to Ballantine : — 

The j)spect yoQ have before you is a sufficient explication of this 
your uiiusuall being called together ; nor should we have any occasion, 
if it were no more necessary for w' we have to say to him w° is y' 
single and sorrowfull object of all our eyes, then it is for your infor- 
mation, Co tell you that this person staails before us convict of the sin 
of eicessive diinking, w"'' is a violation both of y° Divine laws and the 
Statutes of this house. 

We have amongst those E's and Statutes, by which we are to gov- 
ern yon, and by which you ai'e to be governed, such an One as tins : 
[statute 11 is here recited]. 

The crime which we thus puhlickly animadvert upon is one of those 
atrociora deh'Sla, which might and would have been more severely re- 
flected upon then now it is, if an early sense in the Criminall, had not 
moved Compassion to temper justice w'" an allowable alloy. It is one of 
those ill things against w'^ there ought not, nor ever must there be any 
Expectation in any one of a graduall ^eedure. It is as hath been said a 
breachmadeupon theLawsof god, and the Rules of this house. It tails 
therefore w'^in the Compass of the late-recited Statute, which Statute 
also helps us with an hint of the manner of punisliment we may ^p^d 
in. Conforfiiably enfl to it we have Censured tliis delinquent to be 
tlms publicldy admonished, and to make as publick a Confession of 
Fault. 

Wherfore, you BnUantine, we are now to admonish you j and wish 
to Almighty God thy [stc\ you may rec' our Admonitions with tln- 
deavours like to our designs, w""* are that they may be for your good : 
for we have no other designs as you [sic] nor desires, then that you 
may so see the no pfit of that thing wherof we trust y" are now so 
a'ihamed, as never to repeat it, or any other so unptitable, so ill a 

We therefore do now w'" such desires and designs admonish you j 
and we are to admonish you of two things chiefly, 1. of the evil nat- 
ure of yo' Crime, and 2. of the way wherby you may be freed both 
from y° guilt and scandal of it. 

1, We are to admonish you of the Evil nature of your fault. You 
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